
Via Electronic Comment Filing System

January 18, 2002

Ms. Magalie Roman Salas
Office of the Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
445 Twelfth Street, S.W.
Washington, DC 20554

RE:  Ex Parte Presentation, WT Docket 01-333

Dear Ms. Salas:

On Tuesday, January 15, 2002, at the request of Commission staff, Gary Jones
and Bob Calaff of VoiceStream Wireless Corporation (Voicestream) held a conference
call with John Schauble and Karen Franklin of the Wireless Telecommunications Bureau
regarding the Priority Access waiver request submitted by VoiceStream.   In response to
Commission questions, the following points were clarified.

The Access Class Barring capability originally proposed by VoiceStream for the
expedited priority capability will only be in conjunction with the enhanced Multi-Level
Precedence and Preemption (eMLPP) service for the priority service offering for
Washington, D.C. and New York City. The Access Class Barring capability allows a a
wireless operator to shed load by denying access to a radio channel to some or all of the
subscribers attempting to make calls in a geographic area.  Access Class Barring can be
utilized by the operator as demand for resources begins to overload the network switches
and the operator wants to moderate the flow of calls.

All normal subscribers in the VoiceStream network are given an access class
ranging from zero to nine, assigned by the last digit of the SIM identifier. All Priority
Service subscribers, however, will have an access class value of 11 or higher, to protect
them for being barred from service should VoiceStream utilize Access Class Barring to
maintain control of its switching infrastructure by managing access for subscribers in
access classes zero through nine.

VoiceStream�s waiver request addresses the one portion of the Part 64 rules for
which its immediate implementation will not comply -- the necessity to invoke priority
service on a per-call or per-session basis. The waiver request states, �With mobile
stations (Handsets) equipped with appropriate signaling capabilities (eMLPP-capable
mobiles), the precedence level may be selected by the user on a per call basis. The user
may select any precedence level up to and including their maximum authorized
precedence level.� (Waiver Request at p. 4.)
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However, no eMLPP-capable phone is currently available commercially in the
U.S.  In addition, the GSM community and the government now appear to be favoring a
prefix dialed �feature code� that can be dialed from any handset. The standardization of
this capability has already started and is planned for implementation by the end of 2002.
Therefore, the waiver should remain in effect until eMLPP-capable mobiles are
commercially available, or alternate mechanisms for allowing a choice of priority levels
on a per-call basis are implemented, as had been requested by VoiceStream previously.
(Waiver Request at pp. 4-5.)

Pursuant to Section 1.1204(a)(10)(ii) of the Commission�s Rules, copies of this
letter have been served on the other parties to this proceeding.  Please do not hesitate to
contact me with any questions.

Sincerely,

_/s/  Robert A. Calaff              

Robert A. Calaff
Corporate Counsel � Governmental
 & Regulatory Affairs

cc: Gary Jones
John Schauble
Karen Franklin
Michael Altschul, CTIA
Carl W. Smith, Department of Defense
William Harding, General Dynamics


